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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 18-40, 42-63, 65-79 and 81are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hassan et al (US Patent No. 5,550,646) in view of Shiohara (US Patent No. 
6,618,553). 

Concerning claims 1, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 38, 39, 40, 42, 43, 
44, 45, 46, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 59, 60, 62, 63, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 76, 
77, 78, 79, and 81, Hassan et al discloses an apparatus or device (Figs. 1-2) for sending and 
receiving a photograph or other image to be printed on a fixed medium comprising a housing 
(140, Fig. 1); a data entry element on a hand-accessible surface of the housing for entering a 
destination for signals representing an image (211, Fig.2); a wall defining an output for printing a 
medium on which is fixed a photo image (221, Fig.2); a paper cartridge or a paper storage for 
holding paper to be output from the opening (in the bottom base of the device 140); a removable 
means for removable holding a plurality of sheets of the medium (in the bottom base of the 
device 140); a connection adjacent the housing for receiving data from a camera storage element 
(130, 131, Fig.l); a memory for storing signals representing an image (207, Fig.2); an interface 
jack between the housing and a communication line (130); conversion means for converting 
signals representing an image into data for controlling a printer for printing an image onto the 
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paper (204); means for transmitting signals from and receiving signals in the housing 
representing images (219); an indicator for indicating that digital images are stored and ready for 
printing (215); means for controlling the indicator to produce light (217); wherein the apparatus 
omits any lens for receiving light representing an image to be recorded (when receiving data 
from the camera 1 10), and the receiving and sending means includes a color fax modem (240); 
the interface jack (130) is configured to connect to a telephone line (telephone network, Fig.2), 
(Figs.3-4; Abstract; col. 1, lines 54-64; col. 4, line 43 - col. 5, lines 22; col. 6, line 22 - col. 7, 
line 2). 

Hassan fails to teach that the data received from a camera is JPEG data. However, it was 
a matter of well known in the prior art that the image taken from a camera can be compressed in 
JPEG. Shiohara supports that well known in the prior art by disclosing a digital camera 
connecting to a fax-printing system wherein the data is compressed in JPEG before transmitting 
to the fax-printing system (Fig. la, col. 1, lines 22-30; col. 4, lines 15-33; col. 5, lines 31-38). It 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
the above teaching of Shiohara to consider the data received from the camera 1 10 in Hassan is 
JPEG data as a matter of well-known in the prior art since Hassan also teaches that the image 
received from the camera 1 10 is compressed in digital form wherein compression is achieved 
using any well-known compression/archiving algorithm (col. 3, lines 47-54; col. 4, lines 43-48). 

Concerning claims 25, 27, 28, 31, 37, 47, 57, 58, 61, Hassan further teaches a feed 
mechanism (in the printer 221), (claims 25, 55); a color printer (col. 6, line 62 - col. 7, line 2), 
(claims 27, 57); the printer is sized to accept paper larger than six inches wide (for regular 
printing sheet), (claim 28); a handset for voice communication (Fig.l), (claims 29, 58); a display 
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(215), (claim 30); print button (211), (claims 31, 47); the connection is adapted for receiving a 
camera memory module (Fig.l), (claims 37, 61). 

Concerning claim 75, Hassan does not directly teach that the means for controlling the 
indicator to produce flashing light. However, in the same field of endeavor, Shoihara discloses 
an LED display, which produce flashing light (col. 4, lines 28-31; col. 5, lines 31-35). It would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
above teaching of Shiohara to add an indicator for producing flashing light in the system 140 of 
Hassan since Hassan also teaches different indicators (the display windows on the device 140) 
for indicating that digital images are ready for printing or other information for user's 
information. 

3. Claims 41, 64 and 80 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hassan in view of Shiohara as applied to claims 20, 35, 49, 59 and 66 above, and further in view 
of Yamakita (US Patent No. 6,366,698). 

Concerning claims 41, 64 and 80, Hassan in view of Shiohara fails to teach that the 
connection is an infrared receiver. Yamakita discloses a portable facsimile device (1, Figs. 1-2) 
connected to network 3 by using scheme of transmitting/receiving data on a radio channel 
wherein the scheme has a communication function by using IR (infrared ray) communication 
(col. 4, lines 55-61). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the above teaching of Yamakita to the system 140 in Hassan in 
view of Shiohara to modify the connection between the fax printing device and the camera to be 
an infrared connection since Shiohara also teaches that the transmission of the print image data 
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with the camera connected to the facsimile device can be configured to transmit by wireless 
using a radio unit (col. 7, lines 49-56). 



Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Ishiwatari et al (US Patent No. 5,283,820) discloses a system utilizing a portable 
device which can generates a call in response to data from a portable device. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Madeleine AV Nguyen whose telephone number is 571 272- 
7466. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday 12:30-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on 571 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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